

Dear oin, • 11/4/82 

November so far lias been almost like Kay, except for the falling if the leaves 
and tli ending of the shedding of the pines. Days into the 80s and about 60 at 6 a.m. 
Rare itnd wonderful! A good, soaking, march-like rain today may forecast the coming 
return to normal weather but we've sure enjoyed what we've had. 

Yesterday was my regular visit to the surgeon. Ho was so pleased that ho let me 
jiear my own blood coursing through the artificial artery. He used what is called a 
oepnler, after the name of the guy who either invented it for the Navy or whoso 
theoretical work enabled it. Ky recollection of W II stories is not always certain. 
For the Navy that was to enable detection of submarines and other sea-borne objects 
and provide their distance. A rninoi-aturized version has been used in medicine, within 
my experience, since 1977, when it was first used on me. It is really a modern wonder. 
A box-like thing not much larger than a pack of 100 cagaretta, with a point.nand a 
listening device that look3 like those of a stethoscope. They put a gel whore they 
want to listen and then move the gadget around. Yesterday, for the first time, it 
was used on the inside of my knee. While the surgeon moved it around he nodded his 
head and smiled. Then he used it on the side. Just at or below the point where the 
teflon Joins tho natural urtory. And ho smiled broadly. He noticed I was looking at 
nin, so he smiled and nuked me if I'd like to hear it. Sounds like water rushing 
xn something hollow, with the regular graat increase in volume with each beat of 
the heart. Made me feel good because it was so loud, so strong and so slowly 
regular. He said it was good and that he's pleasdd. So I was too, of course. 

Moans tho blood is getting- down -.foil. The continuing and permanent problem is its 
return. I have another simialr and also unexpected experience shortly. The deformity 
xn tho toes and tho strict induction I have against oven the most minor pain or 
irritation lud me go to tlie podiatrist before my scheduled vi&it, this Monday* Ho 
had to trim tho nail and tho cajousea on the left little toe and that provided 
relief. Ho started to ask me if I'd help him when someone is gedng to demonstrate a 
new machino, I anticipated what ho was going to a:ik find 3 aid sure. So that is this 
afternoon. Called something like n vasculator. The more he learns and the more I 
learn the better for me. (Besides being skilled, he is a fine person.) 

So, except that Hi has been a sinus sufferer with this beautiful weather, we 
are ooth well* Ay you soon to bo from your 10/ 

i I guess we arc both fortunate in not having to recognize reduced pliysical 
capabilities as early as many do. So, if you are tirod from timo to timo, ease off. 

1 do and it helps. I even took a nap day before yesterday, even though there was 
work being done, unexpectedly, tliat I'd have liked to watch. My driveway got u 
long-de&uyad sealing coat or top dressing. 

Probably the work yo do for Hospice tires you more bee. use of tho emotional 
drain. I hope you'll try to rest when your body signals you should. You'll get more 
done, from my recent experiences, if you do. 

In rdcont months I've written many long affidavits and so far they've boon 
remarkably effective. We've even had a major victory before a Judge who has been in 
the FBI's pocket, in the FOIA suit for the Dallas and New Orleans field office records. 
Absolutely incredible! But another testimonial to intellectual Judo. 

I'm glad you evaluated young David's work a3 I did and I was sure you'd enjoy 
reading it. Promising kid. He got an A with favorable oommont for the teacher. 

How wonderful your gathering od fi® China hand at Phoenix should be! Too bad 
you 11 be there so short a time. You have friends near there, don't you? i 

You mention Joe Alsop. I thought he'd died. If I haven't, 18111 tiell you my 
favorite story about him. Bask in the sum.er of 1966 and for some time thereafter 
lie was the correspondent the Trib had covering the Sonato. He was grossly fat then. 

And exuded superiority. I was the editor of out co mmittee and to the degree possible 
so long before the development of electrostatic copying tried to have a few carbon 
copies of the retyped exhibits for the press. Ww had two tables for reporters, e»ch 


at ri,^ht— angles to the dais# Once ho realized that there wore never enough copios 
he d get thore early and sit himself at the same table at the end closer to me# &nd 
the side c.L03er to uig 0 bo* when I handed a single copy to the table , he’d first 
pretend to bo busy mt h it and then would just put it in his pocket or among his 
other papers. And nobody else would see it. While I was disgusted, there was nothing 
I coiid do except what was futile, speak to him about it. Made no difference at all, 
unless one ox the others caught him and protested. 

I’d never heard of any indication of any change in Luce’s attitude toward 
China. Quite surprising. So what Horsey says should be interesting. I don’t remember 
any of his writing other than two excellent bocks. 

v/hat you return so rapidly for is so worthwhile you’ll probably not have any 
real regrets ior having to cut it short. And with your advance work, you should h$ve 
a good and more than adequate coverage for the d spirco fund-raiser. Hopo It is as 
big a sucess as it and you both deserve. 

Not nuen no w here. I’ve been slowed down a bit by having to sit for an hour or 
more thrice daily with a greasy ointment on each palm. If I’ve not very careful it 
gets on books and furniture. So mo kind minor eruption, butbthe damned medicine 
jt\st isn’t absorbed* Oh, well, not to bid with papa •’backs tbat were second— Ivmd 
when ill got them at our nearby second-hand paperback bookstore. Groat buys, from 
350 up. 


Our best. 


